
Kodachrome

• Introduced by Eastman Kodak in 1935

• Type of reversal film (positive image on a 
transparent base) used by professional 
photographers  

• Usage peaked during the 1960’s and 70’s

• Phased out in 2009 with the rise in digital 
photography and other methods
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Kodachrome
• Color photography was invented 

back in the 1860s but photographers 
had to use heavy glass plates, 
tripods, and long exposures resulting 
in dull, tinted images. 

• Kodachrome film made color 
photography more achievable but 
processing was still complex.

• Used widely by professional 
photographers because of archival 
ability – color said to last 100 years if 
stored correctly.
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Kodachrome
• Kodachrome provided vivid colors that 

represented life. 

• Photographers loved its rich, warm 
light and its attention to details –
especially skin tone accuracy. 

“I don’t think there has ever been, in the history of 
photography, a better film, a better way to actually 
look at the world, than with Kodrachome 64 or 25 ... 
this was the only way I shot for decades. Even till 
today, you can’t make a better picture on any film or 
digital, Kodrachrome is the best. It is the gold 
standard of imagery.” 

– Photographer Steve McCurry

http://dave-florek.artistwebsites.com/index.html


 Hindenburg’s fireball explosion in 1936. 

 Edmund Hillary’s Mount Everest climb 

in 1953. 

 Abraham Zapruder’s 8-mm Kodachrome 

film of President Kennedy’s 

assassination. 

 National Geographic’s Steve McCurry’s 

green-eyed Afghan refugee girl in 1985.

 Nickolas Muray’s vivid images of lover

Frida Kahlo in 1935.

Famous Kodachrome Photos



Vanity Fair, 2010
Steve McCurry



Kodachrome was the film roll in Edmund Hillary‘s camera 
when he successfully topped Mount Everest in 1953

Nickolas Muray’s Frida Kahlo on White Bench, New York 
(2nd Edition), 1939 - Throckmorton Fine Art






